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Preservation Essentials—Lynn Smith, Assistant Editor, Hoover Presidential Library
Recovery of Archives, Libraries, and Museums in Haiti
On	January	12,	a	devastating	earthquake	measuring	6.8	




other	 necessities	 to	 approximately	 two	million	 people.	
While	the	human	toll	 in	the	disaster	 is	huge,	there	are	
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PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS—Continued





1.	 “UNESCO	Calls	 for	 Ban	 on	 Trade	 in	Haitian	






Editor’s Note:	 In	 response	 to	 the	 “Cold	Enough	 for	
the	Negatives?”	 article	 that	 appeared	 in	 the	 last	 issue,	
Katie	Mullen,	conservator	at	the	Indiana	State	Library,	
submitted	the	following	information	from	pages	65–66	
of	The Film Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives, 
Libraries, and Museums,	http://www.filmpreservation.org/
preservation/film_guide.html:
“Because	 it	 is	 a	 potential	 fire	 hazard,	 cellulose	
nitrate	film	has	 special	 storage	needs.	The	Na-
tional	Fire	Protection	Association	(NFPA)	issues	








recommend	 a	maximum	 temperature	 of	 36°F	
and	 relative	humidity	between	20%	and	30%.	
Many	localities	require	compliance	with	NFPA	
guidelines.	 It	 is	worth	 checking	with	 your	fire	
department	regarding	local	policy.	A	few	reels	of	
nitrate	film	can	be	stored	in	a	frost-free	freezer.	
Most	organizations,	however,	prefer	to	arrange	for	
off-site	commercial	storage	of	nitrate	motion	pic-
ture	films	or	transfer	to	archives	with	specialized	
facilities.	Whenever	possible,	nitrate	film	should	
not	be	stored	in	storage	vaults	with	safety	film.”
